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Baldwin hears
concerns, shares
views in Oregon

By Bill Livick
Uinifind Mrepaper Group

Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin vigited with a
handful of Oregonians at Village Hall Friday, Aug. 17,
ficlding questiomn ranging from wvelorans’ aflairs io
school Tunding (o her suppon for o national system of
universal healih enre

The second district representative, who serves on
the 1.5, House of Represemtatives Judiciary and
Budget Committees, was thanked by several people
for her work in keeping the Velerans Adminlstrution
C¥A] hospital in Madizon open

In April, 1998, the government's CGeneral
Accounding Office (GAD) released o repont suggeiting
that closing some VA heagatals would save millioas of
dollars and could “enhance services” An ensuing
veterans” Alfairx Commitiee simdy proposed nine
optess for streamlining YA hospatals, one that poo
posed closing the Madison VA Hospital

“We were deliniiely caught ol guard by that aml
were very concerned. becarse afier years of thinking
that they weren't considering any closings in this area
we realized that they were,” Baldwin said. "1 was on o
commitiee that came up with three recommendations
o keep services al the hospital going. The Vieterans
Administeation went with our recommendation tha
they keep the VA Hospiinl open in Madison, with 75
addscional beds fooem the Tomal feciliiv."

Haldwin added she’s been e.'.c-uh,“.f,g,-ng 3 shudy of
velernns' health issues, such as agent omnge and Gull
War syndrome.”

Oregon resident Lomaine Kopke asked Baldwin
about the high rate of state taxation on veterans’ pen-
sions. Kopke said her son, 4 retired veteran, hod cho-
gen fo live in Mlinois because of Wisconsin's tax rale
“1 undersiand Wisconsin is one of the few siastes that
taxes pensbont,” she sad

Ealdwin n":-lp-.m-:l:d thint theres little she could da
gl thie federal level to affect the stnie's tax code, and
she doubled the sate would repeal the tax under Wi
curren! fiscal elimate

Oregon High School special education teacher
Knsting Gudervon-Goete raksed the issue of public
i hatiaii] '|'|,|.r|.:!|.r|.‘.-l While ihe nlmuu!r:dgcd tha the
Oregon School Dhatrct s in good shape, she cited the
cose of o school in Westby, Wis, where recenl mews
feporis sy (acililies ane mnmadequate 1o Mmedt wtudenly
basic needs

"They're siting owlside for art and mueuad, and
thmi's o sin in 20600, Gudeéryon Croetz sald, "How can
we make school funding more equal T

“As youl know, the lederal government has a fairly
small role in local education, and |lr-.ﬂ|.1|'l|:.- FIbSaL i
ple in Wisconsin ... think that's good,” Baldwin said
= think one of the Wiyl in which the federal povern
meni ¢an be helpful and pot o hindrande (o bocal
wchool districts is in sopporting tem in the preas
where il"s moat difficult 1o ruse Tends,

“Tao ol thowe ancad ane fpecial educalion and Lhe
mademizaiion of buildings,” she said. 1 would hke 1o
see us (the fedberal powernment) stiek o o commitmenl
we made on funding 40 percent of special educalion
peeds — we'ne al about seven peicent — and A com
mitmeni (o allowing for low-interest federnlly suba
dized loans 1o make it easier for local distrcts to be
able 1o afford 1o improve their schools™

Joe Sullivam, a communily outreach worker o
Dane County Human Services, falked about the
Oregon Youth Center and is dilficulty mn procunng an
opcrating budpet. *Tt cosls aboud 540,000 a year 1o run
any moderntely sized youth center. It's quite a struggle
for cepters in smaller towns to find that kind o
money,” Sullivan sakd, "The amound that you got Tor
the Mew Lot (5750,0000 would fund all 11 Dane
County youth centers for two years. I'm wondering if
you know about any other lunding that these groups
could tap in 17"

The second-lerm representative said sbwe’s been
“trying o figure out what federal grands are available’
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Iy vos," ahe smid, U WeTre irying 1o LRI
better job of undarstanding what’s out
these."

The discussion then turmed 1o health care,
Responding to 8 question aboul o Patients’
Bill of Rights, Baldwin said: “The Senate
passed & fairly strong Paticnts’ Bill of
[Rights; the House passed o weaker version
that Presdent Bush said he would sign, | dao
not feel the enforcement provisions are sde-
quate o prodect those rghes" in the House"s
Tuilll,

"Texns @4 the model," she safd. “The
mased & very strong Patients’ Bill of

ights,”

Baldwin said oppenents of the bill argue
that such legislaton would cause an ava:
lanche of law suits against health mninte-
nince arganizations, but since the Texas bill
wias adoplad, there have been only 17 low-
suits, "noae cul of line

Addressing one of her strongest poals,
Baldwin made the case for a system of uni-
versal health care in the United Stoles, She
cilled &3-million Amercans witkout healih
Insurance o “stuggering number.” and com
pared the nation’s commitment to public
education 1o its attitude on health care

“In this country, and in this state in par-
ticular, we maode a decision at the time of its
founding that every child deserves the
appartunity for an educaticn,” Baldwin swid
“And we decided that should be free to the
child and the family, suppored by taxes, so
there wasn't o tuition and we didn®t hoave it
where only elite children received on cduca-
fion

“Why did we da that? | don’n know thal
it was just pure benevolence,” she said. "We
realized that iF we had an educised citizeny.
we'd have a bener democracy,

Tammy Baldwin recelves a bouguel of

flowars from Oregon resident Loralng
Hopka at her August 17 L|I-lﬂ'l‘lil‘|? Sesskon,
Bill Livel phatn

“1 don't undersiand why we've nivel
come e the shme conclusion about hasic
health. (s hard to understand why we don't
see the commumity benefit (o a universal sys
tem.'

Haldwin i3 cd-author, aleng  with
Congressman David Obey of Wisconsin, of
the Healih Securily [ All Americans Act
legislation thot would rench the poal of
health care coverige for all h}' al lowim i
stnies 1o decide Tor themselves how 1o pro
vide quality, alfordable wnd comprehensive
coverage for all residents while providing
hroad federnl guidelines and finoncial assis
fanice

“l think it"s unconscionaile thil in ow
country, almost 43-million Americans have
no health coverage ot all,” said Baldwin
“We know that if 43-million uninsured peo-
ple found their political voice iomorrow and
spoke as one and demanded universal health
care, we woutld have "



